CASAA-UNM

Wiiting the
Background and Significance
Section

W Gill'Weedall, Ph. D
SENIer Researech SCIentist
And
Profiesser off Communication



Noemmal length: 3-5 Pages IS
eften what IS recommended



B. Background and Significance

Briefly: sketch the background leading| to the: present
application,, crtically evaluate: existing knewledge, and
speciiically Identify, the gaps; that: ther project Is
ntended to fill. State concisely: the Impoertance anad
nealthrrelevance: off the researchi descredin tnIs
applicatien By relating the: Speciiic ains te the hroad,
long-tern elhjectives. lii the aims of the application: are
achieved, state hew: scientific:knewledge: or clinical
practice Will' oe: advanced. Descrine the: efifect off these
studies; en the cencepts, methoeds, technelogies,
treatments, ServICes or preventative Internventions that
diive this field. /iwo) (o) tiee! pages: arel ECoimienaeaq.



Continuity

Jfhere should e a smoeotn, continueus: fHow.
ACIOSS SECUIoNS:

» APStract: Engage the reviewer

a Specific Aims: What will'lbe accomplished?

s Backgreuna: Wihat has been; done: so; fal?
Signiiicanece: Why s this research Importiant?

a Preliminany Studies: Wihat have: you dene: so fial?
a Resealich Plan: What will' yourdoe and wWiay?



Twoe Compoenents

TWo distinct but inter-related purpoeses:

Backgrouna. Iiereughly: review,
(ethers’) researchi to date relevant te

Vour prepesal

Signrificance: Estaplish Wiy the
PrEPOSEd researchrmatters, making an
Impertant contrbuition: off nNew
knowledge



Which Comes FEIrst?

BACKQIOUAA PIEVICES the context: fio)
significance anadl shews gaps in
kinowledge

Signficance raises Interest and provides
e context for erganizing and
UnRderstanding backgreund research

Significance: sandwich
s Overall signifiicance, proklen,; guestion

s Background research
m SPECIiC SIGRITICARCE



Background Search

MISSIng/ Impertant puklished studies; s
ORE reasen for a proposall beinagl maiked
down

Elndingr a/the: relevant research
s Electronic searnch terms

s PUblishhed reviews

s [Hand Searches off key: jourmals

s Brianching threughreitations

s Science Citation Index traces

x Colleague: pre-review.



Background Theory.

Wihat erganizing theeres are relevant?
W/

jat theeny guided your study: design,
selection’ off measures and methoeds?

Wihat theory, or theories wouldi be testead
I the pPrepesed stuady?

Are there theoeres that make: cenflicting
predictions?




Backgrounad Components

Index: card serting

Wihat are the major clusters of
packground research findings?

These pecomer the side-heads off your
packground section

It 1S strengly recommended that you

eutline allf ol this; befere yeu stait WiHiting
thisS section



B. Background and
Significance

B.1 College Binge Drinking: Epidemicleay
and Internvention EffectiVeness

s B.1.1. Universal preventive interventions.

s B.1.2. Targeted interventions.

s B.1.3. Motivational Interviewing appreaches
to binge drinking| prevention.

» B.1.4. Summary.




B. Background and
Significance

B.2. Health Information and
lnterventions on the Internet

s B.2.1. Categories of health website
design.

 B.2.2. Summary.




B. Background and
Significance

B.3 Website Development Principles
8.4 Overall Stummary



What does 1t look ltke on the
page”7

(take a look)



B. Background and
Significance

RIS eutline teek 7' pages of narative te
complete

It IS organized on broad ter narmewer: literature
focus Implicit 1R the outline

|t USES, forecasting statements: i the
Introduction toreach section and! SUnSection

It USes summary. Sections at the end: o each
major sulbsection and section



Organizing the Components

Arlegically erganized flevw that Isfeasy: to riead
anad fiellew

that leads right up! 1o’ the' deorstep: of the
[esearch that yeuU pPrepose o do

and shews;new yeur: reseanch Wil fit 1), extend,

complement, or challenge current knowledge
and theony,

Numibberead: side-heaads can e helpiul i erenting
the reviewer to the flow of your argument



Overall' Significance

e overview: So what? Whoe: cares?

Significance: and Innevation: ass NIE review
critena

Wiy dGeES| researchiing this area: matter?
NIIEE - Hoew will this; Benefit health?

IS there a practical proplem: addressed 1y
RIS research?




SPEecIfic Significance
IHeW Will yeur researchibe an advance?
IHOW/ IS thisra legical next step?
Wihat new knowledae will- restlt?
DoeesHt fill 1hra gap inl research te; date?

Hew WillFthistknewledge e applicanie?

Wihere Is this line ofi researnch going?
Wiherermight 1t lead?

(IF1n response)’ How! IS your research
relevant to the needs; stated Ini the PA,
REA, or REP?



Your Questions?2!]
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